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I. INTRODUCTION 
An analysis of China’s trade flows of the past ten years reveals that among various forest 
products, it is log imports that have increased the fastest in both proportion and volume. For 
example，合om1996 to 2005, the countη’s total log imports grew企om3,186,000 cubic 
meters (m3) to 26,309,000 m3, meaning白atthe import volume grew by a factor of more than 
seven over ten years. It should be noted that the annual incremental growth in volume roughly 
corresponds to the reduction in China’s domestic timber supply, which is linked to the 
implementation of its Natural Forest Protection Project (NFPP). Over the same period, the 
share of Russian timber as a share of China’s total timber imports shot up企om1 7 percent in 
1996 to 68 percent in 2005, suggesting that logs合omRussia have been making up for 
China’s supply-demand gap. 
Timber is transported企omRussia to China by rail, ship, ferry, and truck, but the 
m勾orityis moved by rail. As shown below, most of the timber仕ansported企omRussia to 
China passes through inland border corridors. 
Several studies were conducted on the condition of the Sino-Russo inland border timber 
trade in its earlier stage of development (i.e., Yamane and Lu 2000), but no detailed studies on 
its progress and prospects have been published since, despite its continued growth. 
Thus, the purpose of this paper is to provide an outline of recent SinoーRussotimber 
transportation routes and timber flows, as well as the progress of development, with the goal 
of further clariちringthe details and characteristics of changes that have occurred. A 
preliminaηanalysis is later provided on timber trade statistics for individual customs 
gateways on China’s side of the Amur Basin, as well as an outline of the latest changes in 
timber trade policy of both countries. Finally, the impacts of the latest policy changes on the 
白印reof Sino-Russo timber trade flows are discussed. 
I. TRANSPORTATION ROUTES AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT 
1. Variation of route 
The routes used to仕組sporttimber企omRussia to China can be roughly divided into 
the following: 
1. From Eastern Siberia or the Russian Far East by rail on branch lines of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway to the border, and then by rail or truck into China. 
1. From near border areas and then carried across to China by truck or fe汀y.
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